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Preface

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights with its two optional protocols together make up the
[nternational Bill of Hurnan Rights.

The peoples of the United Nations in the UN Charter of 1945 reaffirmed
their faith in findamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human
person and iri the equal rights of men and women. The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, adopted on 10 December 1948, sets forth for the first time
basic rights and freedoms that have been accepted by all governments and
peoples of the world. The International Covenants, adopted in 1966, are
legally binding treaties which spell out in detail the rights and freedoms
proclaimed in the Declaration.

Cambodia acceded to the Covenants in 1992." Cambodia’s Constitution
makes the Universal Declaration and the Covenants part of Cambodian law.

This revised translation of the International Bill of Human Ri ghts was completed
in June 2004 under the auspices of the Cambodia Office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights.

' Cambodia signed the First Optional Protocol to the Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights on 27 September 2004, but has yet to ratify it.
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